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YOB. ISSUE 

This issue is presented in honor 
of the designer of the U.S. Lincoln 
Cent, Victor David Brenner, the Jew- 
ish sculptor who was born and rai- 
sed in Siauliai, Lithuania. This 
year (1979) marks the 70th anniver- 
sary of the Lincoln Cent. 

A serious historical error and 
misrepresentation about Brenner was 
perpetuated by the late Dr. Alexan- 
der M. Ka£kus, the famous L. numis- 
matist. Despite his many accomplis- 
hments, Dr. *a5kus had the idiosyn- 
crasy of making everyone famous a 
Lithuanian, whether they were or not. 

Beginning in the late 1920* s, 
K a2kus published numerous articles 


The following appeared in his book, Numismatika (1970) Pgs. 
299-309* Portions dealing with the cent itself have been 
deleted. Translated by Val Matelis of Coral Cables, Florida. 

t h e LINCOLN CENT V T s CREATOR 

BY JONAS K. KARYS 

There is not a coin in America which has been struck so 
profusely and which is more widely circulated than the small 
bronze cent. It was launched here in 1909, and from that time 
has been produced without a break for almost 60 years. Acc- 
ording to current statutes, USA coin designs may be changed 
after 25 years, and with the consent of Congress, oftener; 
however, even after the end of the second 25 year period 
there has been no voice raised calling for a change in the 
obverse of the cent. 

The popularity of thi6 smallest of the country's coins is 
based on, and is continually kept high, by the profile of the 
head of the famous President of the USA, Abraham Lincoln, as 


in reputable numismatic publications, created by Victor D. Brenner, and beautifully struck. From 


as well as his own ALPS bulletin in 
the late 19^0 's and early 1950's. 

In the earlier articles, he sta- 
ted that Brenners real name was 
Barn-auskas (notice spelling). In 
his later articles, he stated that 


tnis fact comes the widely used designations of the coin: 

"the Lincoln Cent," and "the-^incoln Head Cent," which have 
accrued to the language, both spoken and written, almost from 
the very beginning. And that Brenner was an American immig- 
rant, come from our fatherland, Lithuania. And when he bec- 
ame famous here, quite a number of Lithuanians, at home and 
Brenners name was really Baran-auskas .abroad , discussed all ramifications with those Americans who 
He also stated that Brenner's fathers 'were pleased with the cent, and began several collections 
name was Dovas, a famous Lithuanian of it, and collected all historical facts, and began to pro- 
numismatist. claim some inventions.... Let us look objectively at the cent 

as a result, this information has and Brenner.... 
filtered through many articles about Victor David Brenner, son of George and Bara (Margolis) 
Brenner, and unfortunately has become Brenner was born in Lithuania, in the town of Shiauliai, 
an accepted fact. In exhibits, in nu- June 12, l871» and died in New York, April 5» 1924. In sill 
mismatic question & answer columns, the American sources which I found and examined, this widely 
and articles, many "innocent" editors renouned medalist and sculptor calls himself Victor David 
(including this one) have been misled. Brenner, or Victor D. Brenner. He inscribed himself as such 
It is with the spirit of accuracy everywhere. 

and truth that we present in this is- Bis grandfather was a blacksmith, and his father engaged 

sue Dr. RaSus' major article about etching work on ornaments, carving stone monuments for 

headstones, and could carve sillouettes in soft stone. Whence 
came the Brenners into Siauliai- — we have no real facts. 
Collier's Encyclopedia (Vol. 4) records that Victor's par- 
ents we.e Americans; that is, they were born or at some time 
lived in America as immigrants. The Immigration and Natur- 
alization Service in Washington, D.C., in reply to a ques- 
tion, answered that it has no records of any immigrants into 
America in those days, and that would include the Brenners. 
Local immigration offices likewise have no information con- 
cerning the arrival of the Brenners into the USA. 

After studying in the local school. Young Victor, barely 
13 years of age, began to work in his father's workshop. 
(Continued on page 4 ) 


Brenner, and the rebuttal articles 
by Jonas K. Karys. 

Upon reading this issue: may the 
word go out and let it be corrected: 
that Brenner's name was never Barnau- 
skas or Baranauskas; that he was 
Jewish, the son of George and Sara, 
and that he was born and raised in 
Siauliai, Lithuania! 

The translation work is done for 
us by Val Matelis of Coral Gables, 
Florida. 


2. following is the article which appeared in 
the December 1929 issue of The Numismatist , Pgs. 

794 5. This is the first reference by Ra?kus 
to his Barnauskas fantasy, (notice spelling) 

Twentieth Anniversary of Lincoln Cent 

(In Mriiioriiiiii of It- l»i , sluin , r, \. D. Hn , iini , r) 

Hy DU. A. M. RACKl’S. Chhago. Ill 

(I'npfr r* ad at th> Annual Convention of tho American Numismatic Association, 
Chicago, HI , August' 24 to 2H. 

To stu linis oi American Numismatics ami to lovers of Lincolniunu, this 
year means the twentieth anniversary of the I'niteil Slates cent, commonly 
called the "Lincoln penny." 

None of these cents are rare, none of them commands a high premium, 
Inti from a numismatic point of view they are very important. This beauti- 
ful coin is the first meln'lie currdbey of the United States that hears the 
portniit of the ex- President. Millions of American citizens handle those 
cents, thousands glance at Lincoln's portrait and rellect upon the great deeds 
of the Croat Kmamipalor. Ihousamis admire He- wonderful workmanship 
of i his coin and f al ! y would like to know something about the artist who 
modeled l hi> h. .m'iful cent 

The designer of the United States Limoln cent 
was Victor I). Mrcntier. Do you know that his real 
surname was Viklorns Marnatiskas? There were 
two reasons why lie eluiuged lii- name to Hrenner. 
First. Iieeause it was more convenient for Ameri- 
cans to spell his inline, and. secondly. Iieejiu.se lie 
did not want to lie bothered hy the Russian spies. 

Mr Hrenner was horn in the big town of Shavll 
iSianliait. Lithuania. June 12th. lsTI. Ilia father 
wjis ji fa molts seal culler and die maker, from 
whom lie learned the secret- of the I rude At the 
age or It; he was working lor himself in his home 
town, .and inter in Kovno. the present capital of 
Lithuania. Soon he became known as tlio best 
engraver, and his compel burs envied, intrigued 
and despisi d him. It did rrfl take long for them 
to ruin Itrenner. At that time Lithuania wjis un- 
der the tyrannical government of ltus.-i;i. Once 
some intriguers told the Russian police that Mr. 
lireiiiier was ;i counterfeiter and that tills was the 
reason wli v Mia liner herunic pi n.spcrou* Secret 
police were follow ing him Jit every step of course 
Victor l>. Hrenner. tiny could not produce any incriminating evidence 
against him. At one time they came to Ills estab- 
lishment and asked him to make a duplicate or a seal of a certain high of- 
ficial in th< jirtn\ Hrenner was ignorant of the fact I hat such seals, ns a 
rule, were made in tli • < lovernm. nt Engraving Hurenii. and lie accepted 
the job. And he made such a perfect duplicate that it was difficult to tell 
it from the original That was sufficient "evidence" to tin* police tiuit Hren- 
uer was a ••counterfeiter." He was arrested, and soon he learned that he 
was going o he . Niled eitlur to Siberia or to Kamtcliat kn Hut Hrenner 
succeeded in escaping from the clutches of tin .Czar and tied to America, 
to the Land of Liberty, in 1800 

In New York lie found employment as ;i die cutter and engraver of badges. 
H. worked hard during the dav and studied Jit night. Vo produced many 
wonderful placques and other works of art. After Hrenner made the de- 
sign of a h* acl of Hcthoven for a musical society it created such favorable 
comment that Professor Hettinger, of New York City College, introduced him 
to tlic- American Numismatic Society I’.einu supported hy several philan- 
thropists. the artist was aide to go to P;iris for three years' study at the 
Actidomm.e Julian in IStiS There Hrenner associated with the famous 
sculptors. Roly and Rodin, and improved in the technique *»f modeling. 

Soon he was exhibiting li is masterpieces and received awards at the Paris 
Exposition and Salon in Ikon. tin* Huffa’o Exposition in l!»<il and in St. 
Louis in 19ML Then he prospered. Many notables of Europe find America 
posed for him. including President Roosevelt, for the Panama medal of 
1908 President Roosevelt saw Hrenner’s placque of Lincoln, and he liked 

It very much. Hrenner was commissioned to model t lie new onc-ccnt coin 
with Lincoln’s portrait on it in l!*0!t. 

When Hie new cent appeared everybody admired its beautiful design and 
Brenner’s mastery of portraiture in lms-relief Hut on the reverse of that 
coin there were conspicuous the artist's initials, V. D H. This caused a 
storm Within a week Secretary of Treasury MacVeugh ordered the removal 
of those initials. Hut we collectors are lucky, becsiuse 211.850,000 of the 
initialed coins readied the h.mds of the public Why collectors must pay 
from 15 to 25 cents for a specimen of this coin is a mystery to us. 

Hesides being the designer of a series of modern coins for Hie Republic 
of San Domingo. Hrenner’s work is represented in Hie Paris Mint; (il.vptotek. 
In Munich; American Numismatic Society. Vienna Numismatic Society, Lux- 
emburg Museum. Museum of Fine Arts. Hoston; National Museum of Lithu- 
ania. Chicago Art Institute, etc Almost Jill leading art museums of America 
and Europe conserve Hrenner’s works of art. 

That world-known American sculptor was of Lithuanian descent, and 
never Russhin. as some tried insultingly to misinform the public through 
the press. 1 say insultingly. Iieeause by birth, ethnologirally and geographi- 
cally. Brenner belonged to Lithuania, while the encroached tyrannical Rus- 

Continued on page 4... 



BIRTHPLACE °f BREWER ' 



Brenner was born and raised in Sia- 
uliai, Lithuania, a major city in the 
Samogitian region of the country. The 
city is erronously known as "Schaulen" 
and^'Shavli" in non-Lithuanian writings. 

Siauliai served as an important 
distribution point during the late 1800 
's for the smuggling of Lithuanian lan- 
guage books into the country, during 
the time when Lithuanian was outlawed 
and only Polish and Russian were all- 
owed. An active Lithuanian nationalistic 
culture came into being, supporting 
the move that would eventually lead to 
independence. It was under this sett- 
ing that Brenner grew up. 

And by the way, the Lithuanian candy 
company Ruta, was founded here, just 
prior to World War I. 

The present population of the city 
is now over 100,000. In the time of 
freedom before 1940 it was 30,000. 

THE KNIGHT 

Vol. 2 #2 Issue 8. Published by the 
Lithuanian Numismatic Association, P.0. 
Box 612, Columbia, Maryland 21045. Sub- 
scription a donation of $8 or more for 
6 issues. Subscription runs from June to 
June. Frank Passic, Albion, Michigan, 
Editor. Robert J. Douchis, Columbia, MD, 
Director. 

vTlnIUs ISSUE 

Our next edition of The Knight will be 
a special issue commemorating the 40th 
anniversary of the defeat of Poland and 
the reacquisition of Lithuania's capital 
city of Vilnius. 

This will be one of our more classic 
"humdinger" issues, and will feature 
several very satirical medals made by 
medalist Petras RimSa. (Peter Rimsha). 

In order to know how many to print, 
we suggest you "put your order in" for 
extra copies to help give us some idea. 
This issue will be an excellent one for 
passing out at coin shows, relatives, 
etc. Please enclose a cost donation to 
help meet expenses for the extra prin- 
ting. 


SCRIP OF THE MONTH, by Frank Passic, Albion, Michigan, 

SCHEINFELD D.P. CAMP MONEY- 50 CENTU ,1946 


Date: 1946 
Size: 118 x 63 mm. 

Color: Dark Green 

Paper: Cheap type, looks like "Mono- 
poly Money" 

Origin: Unknown 

We feature this month the last truly 
Lithuanian money used in the 20th cent- 
ury: the Scheinfeld "Camp Money," and 
feature the 50 Centq note. The 50 cent 
note is part of a set of 3 notes: 10 
Centij, 50 Centq and 1 Doleris. 

Scheinfeld is a small town in Bavar- 
ia, Germany, and is located halfway be- 
tween the cities of Nurnburg and Wurz- 
burg. 

After the war, Lithuanians found 
themselves in "DP" or "Displaced Per- 
sons" camps in Germany and Austria (if 
they were that lucky...) These camps 
had large Baltic people’s residents; 
who here began their new lives in the 
West. 

The Scheinfeld camp was made of per- 
sons who were transferred there from 
the camp at Regensburg. The Scheinfeld 
camp was part of the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administrat- 
ion, and was founded on April 28, 1946. 
Headed by Stanley B. Milus, the chair- 
man of the camp was Professor Ceslovas 
Masaitis, a prominent Lithuanian math- 
matician. 

Located in the castle complex and in 
barracks below, this camp had the unique 
status of being 100% Lithuanian: it was 
run by Lithuanians and made up entirely 
by Lithuanians! The community had its 
own health services, bakery, furniture 
factory, etc. The high school was tau- 
ght by Alice Rugis ^Alicija Rugyt£) now 
a resident of Chicago. 

In 1949* due to immigration of the re- 
sidents to the U.S., the Scheinfeld camp 
was dissolved. However, the camp has 
left a special "memento" which is dear 
to Lithuanians as a reminder of "those 
days," and to numismatists. 

Supposedly issued and used was the 
"camp money," a type of scrip for use 
exclusively in the camp. Thus, dated 1946, 
this is truly the last Lithuanian money 
used so far in the 20th century. It is 
a symbol of Lithuanians cherishing their 
heritage, while adjusting to their new 
life. 

OBVERSE: In diagonal corners, "50." 
Center: PENKIASDESIMT CENTIJ " with "50" 
in the background. The serial number, 


O UNRRA 569 DAUNYS, SCHEINFELD ^ 

<ry - •=*. o, 

ENKIASDESIMT CENTIJ 












-= STOVYKLOS PIN IGA I EE- 



printed with red ink and with 4 digits, appears in the 
lower left of the center area. At the bottom appears 
"STOVYKLOS PINIGAI'.’ The date, 1946, appears under the 
large "50" in the center. 

REVERSE: As the obverse, but in the English language. 
(Makes it easy to understand.) At the top, as is the 
case with the obverse, is "UNRRA TEAM 569 , SCHEINFELD." 

On the left hand side is a blue ink stamped "globe" with 
large letters in the center: UNRRA. Around the edge of 
the globe appears, "SCHEINFELD (TEAM 569 )." 

It should be noted that while there were other cam- 
ps monies printed for other camps (such as Regensburg), 
they were printed in ENGLISH. The distribution process/ 
use of this Scheinfeld Camp Money is still unknown. This 
author has serious doubts as to whether these were ac- 
tually circulated at all; more research is being done. 

Consider these developments: 1) the specimens appearing 
on the numismatic market have all been in UNC condition, 
shown no use whatsoever, 2) Apparently a "hoard" appeared 
several years ago in England, and before that, this 
money was unknown, 3) Other camp’s monies have been "re- 
printed" by those possessing the proper plates, and most 
importantly, 4) In contacting those who were actually 
residents of the camp, not one had ever seen or heard of 
this money, and do not remember using it at all. The 
unanimous comments were that German momey and military 
scrip was used. 

(Continued on next page) 


4-camp money Continued. . I 

This author wrote the local magistrate 
of Scheinfeld, and in reply, said that 
no one there was ever aware of such a 
scrip used in the camp. All of these de- 
velopments could mean: l) The money was 
printed, but not used; OR 2) was prin- 
ted in the 1960's, using the proper 
plates. 

Whatever, this Lithuanian camp money j 
from Scheinfeld pops up occasionally on 
the numismatic market. At a large show J 
you can usually find a set for sale. 
TRENDS: A set of 3 notes sells for $25 
in UNC, $22 for XF. 

Since these notes are truly Lithuan- 
ian, and appear on the numismatic mark- 
ket, and since they are "orphans" (wh- 
ere do you catalog them) , we would li- 
ke to suggest to the "powers that be" 
that they be included at the end of the 
listing of Lithuanian banknotes in 
Pick* s World Paper Money list, which is 
due to be published next year by Krause 
publications. This, we feel, would be 
a proper place "to put them," as they 
would fit in with their catagory of 
nationality, and of language, which se- 
ems logical. 

In a related development, Fred Sch- 
wan's Military Paper Money book publi- 
shed last year contains a photo of the 
1 Doleris note in hi6 introduction, but 
no other mention appears about the Sch- 
einfeld money. 

Any information concerning this money 
please forward to the editor of The Kni- 
ght. 

STANDARD CATALOG 

The 1980 edition of the famous Standard 
Catalog of World Coin6 (i.e. Telephone 
Book) is now on the market. Lithuania 
has a page of its own this time: P a ge 
1203, which lists all the coins, most 
patterns, and gives prices for different 
conditions. 

however, 
a glaring 
mistake was 
made in the 
map of Lith- 
uania shown 
pictured here. 

It shows Lithuania's demarcation line 
boundaries with Poland while Poland oc- 
cupied 1/3 of Lithuania territory betw- 
ween 1920-39, including the capital city 
of Vilnius. Yet, it is stated that the 
capital city is Vilnius. (Which it is ). 
According to the map of Lithuania which 



20 th ANNIV Continued from page 2. 

slan (Jovornmont only oppressor! nml porsorutod him There in nothing 
Russian about Brenner. and the fart Is that Brenner did not create a Ringle 
specimen in honor of Russia Brenner engraved his deep gratitude on his 
medalllc art solely to America, the great country that gave him real free- 
dom. opportunity, bread and butter, and. after his death on April 5. 1924, a 
perpetual resiinir place in New York. 



•»n Mi- l.i. lt 
"Oi.pyi iKhi. i:* 


iii .!• id . <1 :ni|tiirr;iph of nrrnner. 

. by I». Hi . im.-r " 


OTHER REFERENCES BY RACKUS 

- — - J? I , In his later years, Dr. Aa5ku6 chan- 
iflf'tY YSAiIj AGO ged Brenners name from the earlier 
Barn-auskas, to Baran-auskas. 

The illustrated piece (left) appeared 
^ in Chicago in 1959» on the 50th anniv- 
ersary of the Lincoln Cent. (This 
little illustration is currently on 
exhibit at the Balzekas Museum). At 
the bottom it says, "Victor D. Brenner- 
Baranauskas , " and "Chicago Numismatic 
Roundtable. " 

In his book, " Cyclopedia of Lithuan - 

_ ian Numismatics ." Dr. RaSkus makes this 

\L statement : "...Dovas Baranauskas in SP- 

— auliai. He is the father of that famous 

sculptor Victor D. Brenner-Baranauskas , who designed the 
U.S. Lincoln cent in 1909, the most beautiful and the 
most popular coin in America." (Page 27). 

RaSkus also perpetuated his Baranauskas fantasy in 
his American-Lithuanian Philatelic Specialist, issued 
during the late 19^0' s and early 1950's. 



is pictured, that is an impossibility 1 Vilnius is out- 
side of the blackened in area. We have placed a dot to 
show you the location. It is the custom of the Standard 
Catalog to use the present-day boundaries assigned to a 
country. In keeping with that practice, they should up- 
date their Lithuanian map to reflect those imposed upon 
Lithuania by the USSR andPoland, i.e include Vilnius. 

Let your voice be heard! Write: Colin R. Bruce, 
editor, Standard Catalog of World Coins, Krause Publi- 
cations, Iola, Wisconsin 5^9^. For those wishing to 
purchase one, the price is $24.50. (An excellent world 
coin reference source). 

LNA members: write them, and let's get that map 
changed ! 


FROM THE ARCHIVES... 

270 THE NUMISMATIST, April, 1936 


MEDAL FOR ONE OF LITHUANIA’S NATIONAL HEROES. 

Peter ltinisha, of Kauuas, Lithuania, a well-known sculptor and medallic 
artist, who has done some magnificent and originally designed medallic work 
in his native country, is visiting the United States. He has presented to the 
American Numismatic Association a specimen of a medal struck to com- 



memorate the 500th anniversary of the death of one of Lithuania’s national 
heroes, Grand Duke Vytautas the Great. The obverse lias a portrait of the 
Grand Duke, and the reverse a map of Lithuania. It is struck in bronze 
and is the size of illustration. 

We wonder if the ANA still has that medal. This was 
RimSa's most famous medal, and was made in several 
sizes. The 4 inch size medal is currently at the 
Lithuanian Legation in Washington, D.C. 

LETTERS Dear L.N.A. : 

I received from the I.B.N.S. a letter, in which I 
was asked to join the L.N.A. Since I am interested in 
L. numismatics, I would like to receive information 
as to how deeply you are prepared to operate, and in 
what manner it is possible to contact with people who 
may have something to sell. I am just a collector, and 
would like to obtain one or two items. 

C Liutikas, Sydney, Australia. 

Regarding the Jogail^ medal featured in your June- 
July issue, we are desolated to inform you that medals 
in Poland are not the subject of commercial exchange. 
The medals struck in Mennica Panstwowa are ordered by 
various enterprises and organizations in strictly li- 
mited numbers, and we do not have any possibility to 
produce more than the quantity ordered. 

You may, never the less try to write to the Polish 
Archeological and Numismatic Society: ul. Jezuicka 6, 
00-281 Warszawa, Poland, whom we have sent a copy of 
your letter. 

Thaddeus Retmaniak, Dire ctor, Mennica Panstwowa. 

We still have copies of the Kosciuszko article and also 
leaflets to sign up new members for the LNA. Also, the 
cassette recording of the Chicago LNA meeting last 
March is available for you to borrow. WRITE, 

WANTED: I am starting a collection of Li. coins. I need 
Y-l through 7, 9* 10, 11, & 14 all in EF or better. 
Please list condition & price wanted. E.V. Prunckun 171 
Rockrose Drive. Newark. Deleware 19711. 

FOR SALE: 1936 5 Litai XF #13; VF #11. 1916 3 Ost 
Kopecks (Iron) XF oxidized $7. 2 Ost-Kopecks VF #6 
(1916, Iron). Frank Passic 900 S. Eaton St. Albion, 
Michigan 49224. 


REBUTTAL B Y KARYS 5. 

The following is a rebuttal of the 
Numismatist article, "20th anniversary of 
the Lincoln Cent" which is part of a len- 
gthy letter written to the Balzekas Museum 
of Lithuanian Culture in Chicago in 1969* 
This letter is contained in its entirety 
in the Lithuanian language in his book, 
" Numismatika " by Jonas K. Karys. (1970), 
Pgs. 327-333* w e present here a small part 
of it which refers to the article that 
Dr. RaSkus wrote about Brenner. 


"•..There, Dr. RaSkus speaking only ve- 
ry briefly about the theme, the cent, dir- 
ected all hi6 attention to the cent's eng- 
raver, transforming the Jewish Victor David 
Brenner, born in Lithuania, into a true 
Lithuanian. "Mr. Brenner was born in the 
big town of Siauliai, Lithuania. • .by birth, 
ethnologically, and geographically, Bren- 
ner belonged to Lithuania.", RaSku6 supp- 
orted his attempt to make a Lithuanian out 
of a Jew. 

But that wasn't all...: 'Do you know 
that his real name was Viktoras Barnauskas? 
' And 'Barnauskas* Dr. RaSkus could not 
fulfill this theory — the name Barnauskas 
reminded him of the surname of another Jew, 
Sachnauskas. In another article, RaSkus 
gave Brenner, now without doubt a Lithuan- 
ian, the surname of the famous Lithuanian 
Bishop, Baranauskas! 

In his book, " Cyclopedia . . ." Page 27, 
on listing the "more famous numismatists" 
he included Dovas Baranauskas, adding that 
"he is the father of that famous sculptor, 
Viktoras D. Brenner-Baranauskas , who cre- 
ated the Lincoln cent..." What an unqual- 
ified absurdity! T v e creator of the Lincoln 
Cent was Brenner; he used no other surname 
anywhere; his father, again as a Jew, was 
George Brenner, and not Dovas Baranauskas; 
no one considered Brenners father a "more 
famous numismatist,"- — except Dr. Rackus." 



WORLDWIDE COIRS 


Our "hats off" 
to P.K. Tsibouris, 
and his World- 
Wide Coins for 
featuring the 
reverse of the 
1936 5 Litai on 
his company's stationary! Mr. Tsibouris has 
many Lithuanian coins for sale in his lat- 
est price list. Write for a price list and 
enclose two stamps. World Wide Coins, P.0. 
Box 02063, Columbus, Ohio 43202. w hen 
writing, men tion the L.N.A. 


WANTED: Lithuanian medals and military it- 

ems, also medieval. H.L. Gaidis, 18225 
!*ueen Elizabeth Drive, Olney, MD 20832 


6. 


BRENNER 


Continued from page 1... 


After 3 years, he left home and set out to "seek 
his fortune" inKaunas (some sources also say Riga) 
; there, earning his keep independently, he drew 
sketches for the press, tried sculpturing, and co- 
ntinued to study. Having some trouble with the 
police, probably for the counterfeiting of some 
type of seal, he left for America in 1890 and ar- 
rived in N^w York on May 7th. 

Brenner soon found work here in his profession, 


geographically, Brenner belonged to Lithua- 
nia." One or another A erican accepted this 
discovery, while the discoverer soon conv- 
inced himself to believe this was the absol- 
ute truth... 

A half-century later, the Lincoln Cent, as 
Lincoln himself, was again recalled: 50 
years for the cent, 150 years from the Lin- 
coln birthday. On that occasion, of course, 

Dr. RaSkus could not keep silent, as the 
foremost enthusiast of our "Lithuanian" 


and in his spare time continued his studies further Brenner. However, it seems that after prol- 
; he attended Cooper Union, the National Academy 
of Design, and the A r t Students League. By 1894, 
he had his own workshop, where he successfully 
carved various kinds of silver productions, dif- 
ferent types of precious objects, and tried his 
hand at sculpturing and medallic art. After hav- 
ing established himself, he brought his parents 
to America. Soon, his talents and ability were 
recognized by experst; philantropists appeared; 
with their help, in 1898 Brenner went to Paris to 
study. . .Victor D. Brenner became widely known... 

[a listing of his accomplishments has been del- 
eted here] ...But mostly, the Lincoln cent brought 
fame to Brenner, the medalist, spreading by the 
billions into every nook and cranny of this enor- 
mous country, and partially into other countries. 

....Brenner's continual residence was in N e w York; 
in the lattar days of his life his address was 
119 E. 19th St. New York. He resided here upon 
his arrival, in 1913* He married Anne Reeb, and 
worked, studied, created, joined organizations 
such as the National Sculpture Society, the ANS, 

Arts Club, etc. In 1910 he wrote "The Art of the 
Medal"; and in Montefiore Hospital he died in 
1924 after a short illness. When he died, he left 
his wife, mother, sister Miriam and three broth- 
ers, according to the English version: Morris, 

Samuel, and Michael, who was a sculptor and lived 
in Paris. 

As can be easily judged, at least from his sur- 
name, and his relatives names, Victor D. Brenner, 
though born in Lithuania, was not a Lithuanian. 

Medical Doctor Alexander M. RaSkus of Chicago, more 
of a physician than a numismatist, who has left 
many innovative articles in Lithuanian numismatics, 
has advertised Brenner as some kind of pure-blooded 
Lithuanian. For example, at the ANA annual conven- 
tion in Chicago, on August 24-2 9, 1929, the game 
RaSkus read a "thesis" which was printed in The 
Numismatist , dedicated tothe memory of Brenner on 
the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the cent. 

There, the worthy Doctor, having fittingly prai- 
sed the cent itself, for the first time in such a 
public atmosphere stated that Victor D. Brenner, 
born in the "large city of Shiauliai," is of "Li- 
thuanian descent" and his real name is "Viktoras 
Barnauskas." With not a word to explain where he 
had located this "fact," Ra5kus supported his 
discovery thusly: "...by birth, ethnologically and 


onged meditation, he began to doubt the 
Lithuanian ethnology of the name "Barnaus- 
kas." And why not: Barnauskas sort of rem- 
inds one of Sachnauskas, the well-known 
Jewish swabber of Kaunas, and he belonged 
to a synagogue. But it would be entirely 
different with the name: Baranauakas! No 
one could criticize this, that the famed 
Bishop Baranauakas would have been Jewish, 
and not Lithuanian. And Ra5kus could not 
resist the temptation to change his discov- 
ery: from Barnauskas , he formed Baranauskas. 
True, it was impossible to find this corr- 
ection in the American Press, but RaSkus 
himself began everywhere to use "Brenner- 
Baranauskas , " whenever he spoke or wrote of 
the Lincoln Cent or its author. And he, 
together with some unknown "Chicago Numis- 
matic Roundtable" (of which I never heard of!) 
prepared and issued envelopes, some one 
color, some beautifully multi-colored, with 
Brenner's photograph, underwritten "Victor 
D. Brenner-Baranauskas". These envelopes were: 
sent to numismatists and other interested 
persons on the occasion of the 50th year an- 
niversary of the cent, empty and with four 
postage stamps of 1 cent attached (with Li- 
ncolns picture). That was a truly vigorous 
means of advertising "Brenner-Baranauskas. " 

But was it necessary, or fitting? 

First, Victor Brenner was a Jew. That is 
clear from all his relatives. In addition, 
it was possible to substantiate the fact by 
investigation. Correspondence and the "Uni- 
versal Jewish Encyclopedia (1940), in which, 
if he was no Jew, Brenner would not be incl- 
uded, testify to his Jewishness. RaSkus con- 
siously suppresses that fact, as though for- 
getting that never have Lithuanians held as 
a Lithuanian person a Jew, though he were 
born in Lithuania, or his fathers and fore- 
fathers likewise for centuries. 

Second, no one claimed Brenner particul- 
arly, In America, where he became famous, 
without question, a person is held to be a 
native of the country, where he is born. That 
is to say, the genius creator of the Lincoln 

Continued on page ?••• 


* BRENNER.. 

cent remains to Americans, as it is in 
truth, "born in Lithuania." To make him 
more "Lithuanian" there is no reason. 

Third, I thumbed through piles of pr- 
inted matter, in which Brenner was tou- 
ched upon in some way or another: I ex- 
amined several encyclopedias, checked 
organizations, where any of his foot- 
prints remain, but found nowhere, that 
he would have at least once written, 
signed, indicated or stated hi6 name 
otherwise than Victor David Brenner, or 
Victor D. Brenner, Everywhere: only 
Brenner! And we believe, that such a 
famous medalist would know his own sur- 
name best!... 

[THE KNIGHT’s editor's comments: the 
name Victor David Brenner written with 
the Li. language appears as such in 
print: Viktoras Dovydas Brenneris. The 
Lithuanian name for David, Dovydas, is 
perhaps why RaSkus named Brenner's fath- 
er as "Dovas" Baranauskas (sic)...] 


OOPS! Our apology to Algirdas Ruzgas, 
N.Y. who we unintentionally failed to 
list on the cha rter memb er rost er. 

KARL STEPHENS has issued a new Polish 
list with a goodly number of medieval 
Lithuanian coins. Mention the L.N.A. to 
obtain a free copy from him at P.0. Box 
453, Temple City, CA. 91780. 

W© thank those of you who have in- 
cluded "something extra" in your subsc- 
ription renewal to help us overcome our 
budget de fici t. Acii ;! _ ___ ____ 

What is your interest in having a 
Lithuanian numismatic slide series, sort 
of like what the ANA has, for loan? ^ 


^ Translation, continued 7 

GUMOWSK1 last issue.... 

They struck at that time an abundance of half-groschen 
with the same design and of the same standard as before, 
also they attempted to strike gold coinage, those bear- 
ing the likeness of Stanislaus and the royal arms. Again 
not a single piece has been preserved to this day. The 
Lithuanian mint worked simultaneously in Vilnius. Alexa- 
nder (the early kings were already great princes in Lith- 
uania) revived the old Vilnius mint and began minting in 
1492. It issued many small denare with the depiction of 
the Eagle and Vytis; again these 10 denare to a groschen 
were valued differently in Poland. It coined also Lith- 
uanian half groschen, they were in this way remarkable, 
they were not supported by any Polish king. These people 
also in Vilnius planned a great money reform, layed out 
a rare trial of many Lithuanian groschen, they again bore 
arras and incorrect inscriptions and perhaps for that rea- 
son remained experimental. 

VI SIGISMUND I. (the elderX 1506-1548) Page 34. 

A. Characteristics. The Polish monetary system was of 
special significance during the reign of thi6 king. He 
guided through a coin union with the Prussian standard. 
Also he was the first, he was the first and last to stri- 
ke the gold ducat and coarse silver drier and sechser, he 
introduced the broad groschen in Poland and Lithuania. 

His coinage carried for the first time the portrait of 
the king in renaissance style and from 1506 continually 
bore the date. Often as before we saw now on the coinage 
different mint marks and coat of arms of the finance min- 
ister, which in the years of later reigns were further de- 
veloped. Five mint establishments were in operation under 
this king: one in Cracow for the crown lands, one in Vil- 
nius for Lithuania, one in Thorn for Prussia, and two yet 
in Danzig and Elbing. In addition are counted also the 
Glogauer coinage of this ruler in Silesia and that of the 
royal berger Duke Albrecht of Prussia, that in 1525 in 
Cracow the Polish ruler offered to pay him homage and 
hence also must accept the Polish coin standard. 

TO BE CONTINUED. .. (in the Dec- January issue) 


In our issue #6, we presented 
an article published in 1955 
announcing the discovery of 
the Lithuanian 1938 10 Litij 
banknote and the Estonian 
1940 10 Krooni banknote. We 
pictured the Lithuanian note; 
but for those of you who 
would like to see what the 
Estonian note looks like, one 
anonimous LNA member happens 
to own one and sent us a pic- 
ture of it. This particular 
note is uncut, we have trim- 
med the photocopy for spacing. 



8 Chicago LODGE TOKENS 


By the late Dr, Alexander M. RaSkus, cont. 



by a 


No. 11. Obv: DR- 
TE. SZ. (top ar- 
ch) SLANISLOWA 
V. IRK. CHICAGO, 
ILL. at the bot- 
— ^tom, all encircled 
aviations stand for: 


DRAUGISTE-SZWENTA STANISLOWA VYSKUPA IR KAN- 
KINIA" (in the Samogitian dialect). Transla- 
tion: ’’Society of St. Stanislaus Bishop and 
Martyr.” Rev: ’’GOOD FOR 5* IN TRADE”; all 
encircled by a beaded border. Aluminum plan- 
chet, escalloped edge with 8 petals, 26 x 
30 mm. No date. Note: This was one of the 
strongest fraternal lodges in the Bridgeport 
district of Chicago, organized July 6, 1903. 





No. 12. Obv: SUSIWIE- 
NIJIMAS LIETUWISZKU 
DRAUGISZCZIU around 
the edge, CHICAGO, 

ILL. in the center, 
all encircled by a 
beaded border. Interpretation: "UNITED LITH- 
UANIAN SOCIETIES, CHICAGO, ILL.” Reverse: 

"GOOD FOR 5c IN TRADE." Aluminum disc, 24 mm. 
Note: It was incorporated November 18 , 1911. 

No, 13. Obv: DR-ST 
L. MINDAVGIA (top 
arch) CHICAGO, ILL. 
J UlT JtHH — at the bottom. Ab- 

f breviations stand 
for: DRAUGISTE LIE- 


TUVOS KARALIAUS MINDAUGIO, CHICAGO, ILL. Translation: 
Society of the Lithuanian King Mindaugas, in Chicago, 
•111. Rev: GOOD FOR (top arch); large cypher 5* betwe- 
en two stars; IN TRADE at the bottom, all encircled 
by a beaded border. Brass disc 25 mm. No date. Note: 
Organized March l8th, 1909 » and it should not be co- 
nfused with another society of the same name. (See 
figure 5) 

No.“l4. Obverse: All seeing 
EYE. PROVIDENCE OF GOD SOCIE- 
TY, all encircled by a beaded 
border, Reverse: GOOD FOR (top _ 
arch); large 5* between two stars; 
tom. Plain edge, no border of any kind. No date. 

Brass disc 21 mm (the size of a U.S. nickel). Note: 
This society was organized in 1892. It was the 
founder of the Lithuanian Providence of God Parish 
in 1900 at 717 W, l8th St. Chicago. It is a rare in- 
stance of no Lithuanian inscription being used on a 
Lithuanian Society Token. 

To be continued... 

[ THE KNIGHTS editors comments: I find this token dear 
to my heritage, as my grandparents, Nikodim as Kulik- 
auskas, and Theodora Barvidas (Barvidaite) , having 
arrived from Luoke, Lithuania, were married at this 
Providence of God church in Chicago by Father 
Michael Kruszas in 1914. After living several years 
in Cicero, they moved to Albion, Michigan... It is 
the discovery in print of such items like this that 
makes the study of Lithuanian numismatics interesting 
and rewarding. (Does anyone have one of these?) If 
you have an interesting story concerning these tokens, 
write us and we’ll print it. Although this actual 
collection of Dr. RaSkus' has "disappeared" since 
1965 » we are fortunate that it was recorded in wri- 
ting! ] 


The Lithuanian Numismatic Association 
P.0. Box 612 

Columbia, Maryland 21045 
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Independent Lithuania's Coins, Struck in England 



The profit from issuance of the coins had to be 
transmitted to a certain reserve fund of the Natio- 
nal Treasury, which sum was held in actual cash. 
Such sums "may only be utilized for a specific time 
and only with the consent of the Senate." (Art. 16) 
At the close of the specific time, the collected 
funds must be returned to the treasury. 

* * * 

Once the legal foundation had been established, 
the problem of striking coins presented no diffi- 
culties. Sculptor Joseph Zikaras ^3 created (in 
a hurry) the models; the models were taken to En- 
gland and there, less than a year having passed 
from the publication of the statute, the histori- 
cal metal disks poured from the presses — "metal 
monies" — struck in the name of a nation and state 
having risen to a free life barely seven years 
before (See page 197). 

Lithuanian coins were struck in England by 
two companies: the silver at the Royal Mint in Lo- 
ndon, and the copper-aluminum at the King's Norton 
Metal Works in Birmingham; the Royal Mint inspec- 
ted the latter, in addition. Official statistics^ 
indicate there were minted 15,000,000 Lite in 
silver, small change, 5,950,000 Lits; altogether, 
a sum of 20,950,000 Lits. 

85 

At that time, he taught at the PanaveJis High 
School; later, he became a professor at the Art 
Academy, in Kaunas. 

84 

Royal Mint, L ndon, E.C. 3 , Nov. 14, 1952 docu- 
ment #9216/52 »t the Lithuanian Legation, 

London. ) 


5 Lits. Reverse: a stylized wreath 
of blooming flax encircles the fi- 
eld; in the field, "5-Five Lits." 

2 Lite: Reverse: a wreath of ruta 
surrounds the field; in the field, 
"2 Two Lits." (The dual number is 
used) 

1 Lit: An oak twig with "l-One Lit" 

50 Gents 
20 Cents 
10 Cents 

Stylized blooming flax and respect- 
ive denominations: "Five 5 Cents;" 


The Obverse is alike on all coins. Circling the 
field, "Lithuanian Republic", and between the two 
stylized leaves of ruta, "1925" (the year struck); 
in the field, the KNIiiHT; below, the Towers of 
Gediminas. 

All coins have the reverse milling decorated with 
fine denticles. On the obverse, only the silver 
coins show the denticles, (the copper-aluminum 
coins lack the denticles on the KNIGHT'S side). 

The edges of the copper-aluminum coins are smooth. 

[Note: in the original text, the Vytis side is 
considered the Reverse on the 1925 issues. To save 
confusion, we have "Americanized" the obverse/re- 
verse here to make Vytis the obverse side, as is 
considered by American numismatists. It should be 
noted that the Vytis side actually is the reverse.] 
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2) Coins Struck in Lithuania, 

Life in independent Lithuania changed, improv- 
ed, progressed at a surprising rate, A decade pa- 
ssed and the first coins, as did everything else 
in the country, ’’grew old," "went out of style," 
became "unesthetic, ugly",,. Why not prepare some- 
thing for a more mature taste? And that not some- 
where in an alien country, but at home? The 
-Finance Ministry had to respond to that; in 1935 
serious discussions began on the subject of our 
own coinage mint. A n d it was not just a "hunger" 
for new, more beautiful coins which urged speed; 
if it were just that, the matter could have been 
delayed a bit; but a shortage of 1 cent coins had 
developed. To order them again in England, would 
have been contrary to the then current Lithuanian 
political policy of self-sustainance. Whatever 
it was possible to produce at home — must be done 
at hom (though domestic costs would havebeen 
higher that wayl). 

In truth, there was a shortage of 1 cent coins. 
In 1925» there were 5 » OCX), 000 of then struck, and 
by 1929 » all of them had been released in circul- 
ation. Over a few years these minute "little mon- 
ies" had been disbursed, scattered, were rarely 
seen, that businessmen began to call for help. At 
this juncture, the never-satisfied State Treasury 
insinuated that without cents, it would be possi- 
ble to strike and issue many more coins per capita, 
than there were to that time, and in this manner, 
ease the performance of the Treasury’s tasks. Imm- 
ediately there were formed committees and sub-com- 
mittees to study these problems, and to report on 
them to the Finance Minister. 

Having listened to the assembled managerial dis- 
quisitions (for and againast), the straightforward 
Minister Joseph Tubelis thought a while and gave 
these orders: 1 ) Immediately begin organizing a 
coinage mint; 2 ) prepare a new Coinage Statute. 

In a year's time, both these items took flesh. 
The Coinage Statute was published June 3» 1936 ^ 
and about that same time, 


See Government News, #537* 
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Detailed Statistics are Included in this Chart: 

Denom diam. number of Value in Lite 

grms in mm. coins 


U 1.6 16.0 5 , 000,000 50,000 

5 $ 2.1 19.0 12 , 000,000 600,000 

[Etc.. .] 

Totals: 50 , 000,000 20 , 950,000 

It is agreed that all these figures were not as 
rounded off; but small variations on one side 
or another would play no great role here. [*] 

All these coins were struck with "1925 M , as the 
year date. Their material composition: small 
change: 90% copper, 10% Aluminum; silver: 50% 
silver, and 50% Copper. There were no gold 
coins struck. 

$5 

^"Cu" means copper, "Al" means aluminum. "Ag." 
means silver. In some of the copper-aluminum 
coins there were found 0.5 to 4.5% o, apparen- 
tly by accident, a mixture of other materials. 

^ ^Note: We have obtained the official London 
Mint Records of 1925, and the exact mintages of 
the silver coins are as follows: 1 Lit: 4,000.096 
, 2 Lits: 3,000,14^; 5 Uts: 1.000.121.3 
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sqp ux ^onaqg aq oq jxa9qx puax qou pxp (umoxo 9xq 
puB B3oq qaau0 aqq suqneq^ jo uoppequaureuxo aqq) 
asxaAqo aqq uo jappax H^pq qqpM 4 ad^q qsxpj 0 qj, 
•(aouepuadepux wepuunqqxT; aqq jo £iBSXdApuuB qqo? 
aqq SuxqBXoniannnoQ) ^aappqnC,, aqq puB (qeaxs aqq 
SBqnaq^ J° qpsxqxod 0 Hi qqp/ii\) (JtepjCxaAa) 41 XBxn3ax,, 
aqq : saoapd qpq °T J° sad.£q owq axaM axaqj, 

•(qunoure ux sqpq 

000*090*T qnoqB) gaoaxd 000*219*2 qnoqe (00T &<\ P 0 
-PXAXP £xooo*0£/*2) ‘suxoo qpq £ aqq jo >pnxqs uaaq 
aABq pxnoo axaqq ‘xauuBiu 9qqq uj 14 *aouexaxoq 44 flg 
qnoqB £puo sbm axaqq puB A jCpqqoouis quew Sup^pxqs 
qpq £ aqq qeqq ‘xoqqne aqq saop 9 b ‘sppBoax ( 0 TT X0 
ux !s.£s5fBg 9Bjaxon:z9)i) q u XW upoQ uepuBnqqxT; aqq jo 
jaddaipfooq xamxoj aqj, -g^irexq 000* 9^0* T : suxoo qxq- 
ox aqq xoj iupoo qpx £ aqq xoj ssjuBpq 000 *0£/ *2 
ranvcSpag woxj paAxaoaj auam aaaqj; *gajn3xj uxoo 
qTT OT Pus ^ aqq pa9snosxp aq oq aujvuiej auaqj; 

*^+7 °q T wouj x®nba pxnoM jjOOUBjpxoq,, qaqq 
4 a3uaqo XT 9U]9 u x iwaua ^onaqgau puB SuxqT 0 roaJ *i°J 
apxsB paoBxd ‘Sux^fFJqs ux paoBjap guxoo asoqq pub 
g^UBxq axqssnun — IJ aouBjaxoq ll bb umou^ bx qaqM bjb 
gaunSxj asaqq pms paAxaoaj s^fUBxq aqq uaawqaq aoua 
-jajjXP aqj; •axqspuadap jCxaqnxoeqB au 0 sqoBj agaqj, 
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ux apaui aaaM 9ubX(£ 'aouapuadapux UBXUBnqqx^ 
jo ^jb9J0axuub qqo? at(q jo Jsa^ aqq bbm sxq^ *9£6T 
jBa/! aqq auiBO ‘^onaqg Suxaq auaw qx^uq-iod qnaj^ aqq 
9BqnBqjCyy qqx« 9aoaxd qxi OT aaAxx 9 aqq axx^M 

•pagoiojd auaM gxapom Mau 4 aan 
-99X qxi T 3 ux*oxt°J 0t iq J0 d # puBX^upr tuojj aaanoo 
anp ux 3fOBq qq3nouq saxp uiojj ‘guxoo qxq T 0T -(q J° 
uoxTTT® Z ^T-ns 0 u ^onjqg qx uaqq ‘pauado quxw uxo^ 
aqq paq aauoog ou 4 gx9sq 9XMT uo ,,’aqnqBqg uxoq 
3uxuuaAo3 jaxT* 190 0 MT pajxnbau 9 b guxoo joaxx 9 
jaqqo qong„ a^x-^T 9 °T * 0 Tnqsq0 aqq jo aouBnggx ap(q 
jo gqquoiu aAxa*q uqqqx^ aaqgxuxw aouBuxj aqq paz 
-X^oqqnB qoxqw ‘aqnqaqg uxoq *au aqq ux paqsjodaoo 
"UX (0?) qdsjSBvtBd x 0 T O0C ^ 9 18 9ien 0J0l U ‘ajow axed 
-axd oq ^x^Tnb ^JB99aoau bbm qx iiCxqunoo aqq ux 
guxoo aaaqq jo aAxagax b XT 0UI9 °°T paAOjd puaxS 1 ^ 
ux 5fonxqs jjSqX'Iii uox i TT^ +7 0t tT ‘uoxqsxnoxx 0 J° Tno 
ueipsq axaM gaqou^uaq qxi T 0t lJ uaq«\ *(^6T a3l8d 009 ) 
uopuoq ux ifonxqg a9oqq moxj qoadaax iCus ux xajj 
-XP qou gaop qx i£?6T u x paxsdaxd gaxp uiojj 9BunB)i 
ux 9^6T u x Jionxqg 9 b a aoaxd xaAXX 9 TTT T 0l U 

•aouaqaduoo x 00 T a qoaq q3xq jo gaxqXT^nb 
aqq qqx^ 99 TT 0M 99 ‘uaaa ^x j90 T 0 0C l PTnoo qsqq 
— xb aqq iCq pazxx 9 Tuaqfcui bb ^qnaaq aqq ‘paxnqoxd uaqq 
‘xaxqqaxd qonra axaM axaqq 4 ^XT 9n qog qng *(0T?"60? 
gaSad aag) gqdaxSoqoqd moxj uaag aq ueo — uiat& ux 
9 bm qaqM pua 4 a^xx P 0 ^oox suxoo 9Buna^ xno qaq^ 

•(ouxz) uz %x pua 4 (uxq) u s fa ‘(xeddoo) 
* n 0 %G6 ‘Xxaoreu ‘guxoo azuoxq aqq puoq oq pagn 
axaM gpeqain aaxqj, -xaddoo bbm dna^eui gqx jo 
uaqq ‘xaAXTS axnd pauxsquoo uqoo qxq OT J0 ^ 
aqq ‘axdurexa xoj ‘jj -paan sbm (xaddoo) no ‘guxoo 
xaAXX 9 J0 J puoq a gy '^xqoaxa uoxqsT n 2ax aqq qxj 
suxoo M9U XXB JO £bs 9B pua qqSxaw ‘xaq^uiaxp aqj; 
•quao a uaqq uxoo xaqaax3 a qqx* suaxuanqqxT; ^q pap 
-Xs aq XTT M (aoaxndod iCua Suotua punoj aq uao oqn) 
xood x 90 - 1 0 qT aTXqw *u09xxd Aq pazxX 9U ad bbm pua 
aqnqaqg Aq ueppxqxoj bbm Sux33aq iexnqxno mox Ajqa 
i axaqq xaqqous ‘axaq euo sbm axaqq — asnaoaq osx 9 
pazqusSxo qa3 qou pxnoo iCaqq puy *suoxq 9 uop xaSxax 
oax 3 oq sxouop paqxaaqpoo2 xxaqq x 0 ^ 11100 °T auiXT 

auiag aqq qa‘uoxqsx n0J T c> ®°JJ suxoo xouxin qoaxx 00 
PXuom /!aqq qsqq pazxusSxo XT 0M 09 0 q T 0 u pxuom Xaqq 
puy *uoxx 9 Punoj x 90 * 1 -^u 9 ^"Tuaj a qons baj3 oq 


[footn 0 ^ e ] the Belgian Coin Mint, obviously, made 
te®ts, to see how the dies succeeded, and struck a 
certain number of the 2 Lit "coins. 1 ’ The metal — wh- 
ate^r was around. It is difficult to imagine how 
these trial strikes could have gotten out of the 
wals of the Belgium Coin Mint!... 

* * * 

5 Lit coin: "The NATION'S * GOOD* YOUR *GoOD. 10 Lit 
Coin: "IN UNITY* THE NATION 'S* STRENGTH. These sen- 
tences were notfitted to either these or other co- 
in edges, or to any one particular spot, but were 
incised as it occurred. See, they were made in the 
planchets earlier, and at the time of striking, 
exact fitting was impossible. 

The same artist-sculptor, Juozas Zikaras created 
all models for coins struck in Lithuania. 

NOTE: At the initiative and cost of the Direct- 
orate of the Spindulys Company, in the summer of 
1938* there was struck in the Kaunas Coin Mint a 
jubilarian 10 Lit piece, inscribed ONE GOLD TEN 
LITAS, and presented to the President of the Repub- 
lic, Antanas Smetona. T^is unique coin of the type, 
undoubtedly, was not and is not a mere symbol of 
payment, but a really beautiful little item, hav- 
ing particular meaning to the President himself and 
to his dear ones, since his picture is struck ther- 
eon9^+. 

According to the last regulation, allowable tol- 
erances in Lithuanian coins are as follows: For gold 
eoins to 25 / 10,000 by weight and to 2/1000 in fine- 
ness; silver: 10/1000, 5/1000; other metals: to 2/ 
100, 9/1000 ^The silver 1 Lit piece's fineness cou- 
ld vary to 7/1000 (Article 9)* Chemical analysis of 
our coins have never disclosed a breach of the ch- 
emical limits. The weight likewise has remained wi- 
thin legal limits. 

Latest regulations permitted the Government Trea- 
sury to place in circulation silver coins not less 
than 20 Lits, and metal-aluminum and bronze togeth- 
er, up to 4 Lits per capita, ^n 1939* there was in 
circulation just about one— half the permitted amou- 
nt. If there had been gold coinsstruck, their qua- 
ntity in circulation would not havebeen restricted 
. (article 11). 

Coins: are "heavy money," when many are collect- 
ed. If a buyer, having selected an expensive arti- 
cle t wished to pay the 

94 This note is put here, lest future students of 
Lithuanian coinage should at some time be spurred 


By a separate agreement, the Belgium Coin Depa- 
rtment, Brussels, supplied Lithuania with blank 
planchets of appropriate composition to strike the 
coins, since there were no facilities for such work 
there. According to an official report of January 
29, 1953, "Administration des Monnaies," Nr. T.M. 
624/3, the Kaunas Coin Mint received from Belgium 
during the period 1936-1939$ planchets as follows: 

a) bronze coins to be strucko9 

1 Cent: 10,190,000; 5 million in 1936, 5 mill- 
ion in 1938, and 190,000 in 1939- 

2 Cents and 5 Cents: 5 million each, all during 
1936. 

b) silver coins to be struck 

1 Lit: 2,000,000 all in 1936 

5 Lits: 2,750,000; 1 million in 1936, and 1, 
750,000 in 1937. 

10 Lite: 1,036,000; 800,000 in 1936, 160,000 
in 1938, and 76,000 in 1939. 

All those blanks, excepting about 40,000 1 ce- 
nters, were passed through the machines striking 
coins. The well-known Baltic numismatist, A. 
Platbarzdis, declares90 that there were struck in 
Kaunas: 1 cent: 9 $955 $000 coins; 2 cents: 4,951, 

107 coins, 5 cents: 4,800,000 coins, and 1 •‘■'it: 
1,984,714 coins . 

89 

The 10, 20 and 50 cent copper-aluminum coins we- 
re not struck in Kaunas, since the Bank of Lithua- 
nia had a sufficient inventory of them in 1936-39$ 
from the issue of 1925. The weight and diameter of 
these coins met the requirements of the new stat- 
ute, so in preparing to strike them, it would have 
been only hecessary to change the models. 

90 

^See his "Die Muenzen and das Papiergeld Estlands, 
Lettlands, Litauens," Stockholm, 1953$ P* 159* 
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struck 15 million 1 cent coins in 15 years. A mil- 
lion a year! Many foreigners have asked the author 
why such a small coin (1/10 of an American cent) 
wqs necessary, and why so many of them were struck? 
First of all, in the Lithuanian economy there were 
such varieties of goods that costing them without 
the 1 cent coin would have made it impossible to 
market. For example (in its time), an egg cost 11 
cents, a pencil 6 to 14 cents, a glass of beer, 26- 
31 cents, a herring, 9-11-14 cents, a kilogram of 
good bread 21-26 cents, beef meat per kilogram 7**- 
91 cents, potatoes, 9 cents a kilogram, a litre of 
milk, 17 cents; a pound of butter (for export) about 
I.5I-I.36 Lit, and etc. ^n the other hand, newly 
placed in circulation, these small coins were quic- 
kly lost, or fallen out of the hand, were scattered, 
and of course, were not sought for carefully, or a 
mother would give a handful to children to play 
with; and some would place the cents into a match- 
box, until enough were accumulated to justify a 
trip to the Bank; finally, half-grown lads in the 
country "begging" a cent or two from their parents 
learned to save, and at times, hid these money bags 
so deeply, that later they themselves failed to 

find them These and still other reasons finally 

caused the 1 cent coins in circulation to dwindle 
to such an extent that a shortage was felt. It be- 
came necessary for the Bank of Lithuania to issue 
bags more. And the Bank very seldom received large 
sums of cents in return. 

The story of the beggars, who collected cents 
and hid them in the Nemunas river, or even in the 
Baltic Bea91 could have originated only in a well- 
thought out dream. There were not that many beggars 
in Lithuania, 

^In the COIN CATALOGUE of the Schulman firm, N.Y. 
#26, 1946, we find printed black on white: (This 
idiocy sounds thus in Lithuanian) "Beggargold. Dur- 
ing 1925$ there were issued small coins in Lithuan- 
ia whose value reached about a tenth of a USA cent. 
The inhabitants like to give these coins to beggars. 
The latter appraised the reduction of their "work" 
(donations) and decided to destroy all of the cents 
given them. At the end of each day, a committee wou- 
ld gather and would throw these coins into the 
Baltic Sea. " _ _ 


•£02 [aSad qxau no papnpouoo aqouqooj] 

‘sapp aqq Supjadajd jaqjy jaupoo qqnjq up qou ojb £9 
-qq qng jaupoo,, VPI 2 UBpuanqqp7 «a u aqq jo suauKoa 
-ds omq jo euo 2uxAaq suosjad o*q smou^ joqqna aqr 

to 

•ppoS upaqqo oq japjaq aqq Supoapdej 
‘sapopqja jCjaesaoau sa jCpqjad pus ‘suosaaj opqopjqad 
joj JCpqjad ujom 9J9M p ua C*oqa ‘saqoqaM oq ‘squora 
-qoaqqa ‘sqapaoejq ‘qoaojq) supoo jaApps uBpuanqqprp 
oiojj epaui ospa aja« squatuaiuo V£6l qocrTT^V n* 9 T 
-Ada oqqeaisTumM aqj;,, up saqxJM sppzjaqqapj *y sy 


rpasnoup aja m saouaquas pnj 
-Supuaam SupMoppoj aqq ‘(SupAaqs ppnjppM oiojj supoo 
apqanpaA ejom sqoaqojd qopq*) Suppaaj aqq jo aoapd 
n T *sa3pe pajaqqap paq sauna^ up apeuj sqpq oi P 119 £ 
aqq ‘joaomoh 'sapp aqq 3upsn ‘saxmaq up ^onjqs 

qpq aqq uo pajaadda a3pa aares eqj, *papaaj auea puapS 
-Utf up ^onaqs supoo jaApps aqq jo saSpa jaqno aqj, 

^•pajad 

-ajd sa* qqSpu^ aqq uaAe aoups ‘supoo qp^ oi pus £ 
jaApps aqq s« ‘qqSptty aqq jo ‘(qdajSoqoqd aqq up 
Uaa9 99) „S9UXBippar) jo 9J3MOX,, aqq paqoapas aAaq pp 
-noo jaqgpupw aoueupj aqq ipaAOjdda ueaq qai paq (602 
eSed uo uopqajqsnppp aqq aas) aoapd qp»p ^ J° 93 
-jaAaj aqj, 'spassnjg up pajadajd aja« sapp aqq ‘g£6l 
Uy -sauna^ up spnjqs qou ejart saoapd qp^ ^ 

,/sao 

-apd qpT oi aappqnp,, 000*091 puoqe uopqapnojpo oqup 
asaapaj joj axuantrqp'q jo )fuag aqq oq paqqpinsuajq pus 
>fonjqs a ja« ajaqq ‘99990 asaqq qqoq uy *os ppp qupw 
upo^ aqq pun *an*c jaqqoua qaX 93fpjq9 oq suopqonjqs 
-up panasp aouaupj jo Xjqspupw aqq ‘9pqq qv *sqpq 21 
oq aeoj ‘apuanqqpq; jo 3fuag aqq jo sppa* aqq appsqno 
aopjd jpaqj, ^*up meqq paaaqqsS iCpqopnb ‘saaouej aqq 
ua\a ‘sjapppos ‘uopqppgjq oq aApqpauag ajora epepop 
-jjo 99 ppaM 99 ‘(sjoqepnamooe upoo) sjoqoappoo u3 
-pajoj pue umo jno ipaqepueA ifaqq ‘uopqepnojpo oqup 
qnd ajaM ^aqq se uoos sa ‘uoseaj spqq joj «ppjOM ajp 
-qua aqq up pnjpqnaaq qsom aqq jo auo pub ‘Bxuanqqpp 
up supoo pnjpqnaaq q9ooi aqq aq oq paAOjd esaqj; *(XX) 
sasso jo o*q jo popjed b joj £qjeqpp up pdApp paq 
uopqau aqq : 30N!?aN3rdPfCTNI dO SHVM JUiNPTMJi »upurp 9 I 9 
-ojd aja« eM upoo spqq qqpM qaqq Supzpseqdma ‘aopAap 
aqapjdojdda ua paupaquoo qopq/n jo agjdAdj aqq *^onj 
-qs 8J3M saoapd 000*001 pnoqy „• aoapd qp^p oi aappqnp 
„ jo aniBU aqq qqpM panssp sbm qp *aappqnC jo jbb£ 
aqq Supqajomauiuioo upoo papoads a ans9p oq aouaApa 


GENERAL NOTES: 


On all coinsstruck in Lithuania (except the 
1 Lit), the outer edges are smooth. Both the 10 
Lit pieces have lettered edges. "IN UNITY * THE 
NATION’S* STRENGTH*. The words are divided from 
one another by a 5-point star. The 5 Lit piece 
has lettered edge with "THE NATION’S GOOD YOUR 
GOOD" the same stars separating. 

The 1 Lit edge was reeded. The edge milling 
of all these coins was decorated with fine dent- 
icles. 

All heraldic symbols, including the Knight, the 
Lowers of Gediminas towers, the shield with the 
double cross, etc., will be divscussed in another 
book. 
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( 96 X a3ud uo uopqdpjosap) pasn 
9J9M sapp auras aqq aoups ‘puepSu^ 
up >pnjq8 qsqq sb auras aqq ‘qxrj- x 

•paqaxdwoo sum exp asjaAqo aqq XpUf) 
•uoxquxnojpo joj ^onjq9 jaAau sum uxoo 
,* 9 ^ 61 ,, PU* ..uxirenqqfrr,, ‘uiaqq 
Moxeqpuu ppexj aqq ux q3pq SBupuippa 0 
jo 9 J 9 MOJ, aqq puq 99 J 9 A 9 J peqoepojd 
aqj, *ipejqJod s.euoqeWc* *v IQIPPI 01 
up a 4 2 am 2 a PH* ,,uuoq 9 ai 0 ‘quapps 
— 9J<x s.ojbis,, aqq 3ux punojjns ‘sqp'p g 

•(spapoui uxoo 9,uxuenqjXfj 
quapuadapup jo joqsajo aqq) 'joqdxnos 
4 9BJB5fX? qd99op JO sxupqpup aqq qua 
-sejdaj * 7 «p sjeqqap XT B N3 ©Hi ‘qxujq 
-jo d aqq Mopeg # 9np2XABUBSBg 9BUop • J<j 
jo qpsjqjod aqq ‘ppaxj „*£ 9 *Tn> 

£„ puu n 8nX2XA9Lre99q SBUOf,, 9999jqd 
aqq 4 sjuqs omj Xq paqBJBdas 4 sqpq £ 

•qe9J0 aqq SBqnBqX/v jo qpBjqjod 
aqq 4 ppex j eqq u t *01 siTT u ®it OT 
pus „^u®J0 aqq eujneq^An ‘sajnSxj 
pus spjOM aqq ‘spoqcu^s 3uxqoqBiu OMq 
jCq paqBJBdas ‘sqpry qx :aaApps (») 

•VINVn 

-Hirr ni md/wis ‘snioo s.viNvnHJirc iNaaNSHSCtNi 


•^02 

••• u *93ueqo ppsuis,, J° suiejSopp^ 
002*1 PQAX909J jaqsBUiqoqBM aqq uaqq 4 *3 g qnoqB p9q2 
— X9M uxoo qsqq jj "suxoo ^adoif g/p up 4 89xqnj 000*£ 

JO 90 XAJ 99 9 UIOS JOJ JU 9 UL^ed LUXq JU 9 S pUB 4 J 9 J 98 UI 

-qoqBM aoepud aqq qe paqBqpjjp auraoaq m japuBxapy 

jbzq usxssng aqq jo jajnsaajj, aqq qeqq pxes sp qj 

bo 

paumssB 9q ppnoM ssopaqj, *qjJOM MOU Sp 
qx sb qonm sb qsnC qnq ‘aouBnssp qB qqjOM sum upoo 
aqq qopqM ‘sqpq o£ ajpqua aqq qou qx joj qa2 ppnoM 
‘uopqduiapaj joj uxoo ujom b )qreq aqq oq 2ux3ujjq 
U09J9d e 4 qeqq ^es oq sx qoxq/w ./qqSxaM anjq 9qx 

jo uibj 2 qoB9 J9d sqx^ 86*^ apeui 9X tuoqq joj qu9iuX 

-edaj pus ‘uoxqexnojxo uiojj uo^Bq ojb 4 qq3x9M Jxoqq 
jo OOOlA d,I0UI 1 9 °L aAel < ‘^uTIP^re^ qSnojqq 4 qo 

-pqa suxoo PXO0„ :s9qBqs oqnqeqs 9qq jo oxoxqjy 

•jauuBm Suxqsajoqux ub ux paAXOS sbm suxoo pxo 3 4l qno 
ujom,, uoxqBxnojpo jo qno 3ux^eq jo uiaxqojd 9qx 

•jCxxsbo maqq oxpuuq oq uosjad b joj qx^o 
-xjjxp sauiooaq qx quqq saqexnununoOB q3nou9 jaAauaqa 
uxoo jo gaqou^ueq : u ^9Uoui qj09,, oqux 93uBqoxa aqq 
sqxuuad pus ‘saSuBqoxa iCjBSsaoauun gquaAajd inaqsiCs 
sxqx • J8AXT9 ux sqxq; 00^ "®T JO ‘^Too azuojq 

jo ranuxiunxu-jaddoo jo 9qx7 treqq ssax aSueqoxa oq 
qou p9jaModiua 9J9M sjaxqsBO aqq ‘/raxep iCjB9sao9Uun 
pxoAB oq 4 j9A9Moq •qx r j Joj qxq- ‘saqou^ugq joj uiaqq 
aSueqoxa ‘qsanbaj uodn ‘qsnui (BxuBnqqjx jo i{UBg aqq 
jo saqouBjq aqq ux SuxqBjado) sjaxqsBo s,^jn8B9Jx aq 
-Bqc 9qq 4 ^jn9B9Jx aquq^ aqq oq J9puaq xe 3a I aj:9 9U T 
-oo (£X aqnqeqs oq Suxpjooou aouxs 4 J9A9 moh 

•(ijX axoxqjv) suxoo ixe ux squnouiB ^ub 
oq squauiiCBd qdaoos qgnm saqouBjq ^ansBOJq aqe*Q aqq 
4 jaA 9 Moq *(^x ©ToxqJB) suxoo pxoS joj qas sqxuixx ou 
9 .i 9 M ajaqq (o -sqxq 009 oq dn sqxq oi P™s ‘* 9 1TT OO +7 
oq dn sqxx ^ 4 sqxq 00 ^ oq dn qx^ g ‘sqjT 002 oq dn 
q-pj x : Joaxts (q ‘sqpx oq dn suxoo szuojq puu omu 
-xuinxv-aaddoo (b ispjspuBqs asaqj, 'xu^ 9 ! 9( ^ °i JuaniiC 
-Bd joj 4 paqdaooB sq qsnra suxoo uoxqBU^mouap qeqw pus 
iCuBtu Moq oq sb ‘aqnqsqs ^q spjBpuBqs qas BXUBnqqxq 

°3 Cfi •^ 9UOIU }JII ^ ou PT n0 ° J 9 II as U0d 

-dBq pxnoo qx ‘upoo ux qsoo ajpqua aqq £ud oq paqspa 
, # . . [iCxTQieJ ^ 

-oqaiuq aqq jo iCquadojd aqq iCx * 1 ® 3 ! 0 9 I il * 9 ^ n J n J 
ux aoBjjns qx pinoqg # uaxoqs sbm upoo quqq pus rapq 
g*fl aqq oq jsao uxoo ppo 3 spqq qq 2 nojq suoqauis 
qeqq paujeap aAuq a/»\ :aqofj] ,,*uxoo px oS a ® 1 ° 

— pup j aqq £q qojuae esaxqpnjj up uo [quoo ‘aqouqooj] 


* From" C 0 ins and Paper money of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, "Pg. 160. 
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’’Ten L. Jubilee” "The State's President, A, Smetona 
*lo Lits 10*"ln the field, A. Smetona's portrait. 
Antanas Smetona (1874-1944) was one of the foremost 
fighters for Lithuanian freedom. As Lithuania arose, 
Smetona led the National Plater, the State) Council; 
he was the first and fourth a6 well as the last 
President, (From the 1926 upheaval to the Bolshe- 
vik invasion in 1940 ) . He died in exile in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, U.S.A. 

The reverse of the Ten Litas Jubilee coin; sur- 
rounding the field, "Twenty Years of Independence 
*XX* high in the field, the < Towers of Gediminas; 
lower, "LITHUANIA" and "1918-1933". 

The reverses of both silver pieces (10 and 5 
Lits) were struck with the KNIGHT, with "Lithuan- 
ia" and "1936" (year struck) below. The knight 
rides from right to left. The steed and rider and 
their clothing have no "artistic fantasies." The 
logo of the Lithuanian state (the Constitution de- 
scribes it as a "white knight on a red field") has 
been defined by the top-ranking Lithuanian special- 
ists and approved by the government, from 1925 to 
the unfortunate 1940, and stamped on all coins. Th- 
erefore, it is binding on all its artists. To cha- 
nge the posture of the Knight (with any type of 
styling) would be considered a national crime. 

(b) Bronze: 5 Cents. On the obverse, left and right 
side, a qprig of blooming flax. High, "1938" (the 
year struck) followed by "5" and"Cents." 

2 Cents. Circling the field, a stylized oat wre- 
ath; in the field, "19-2 Cents 36." 

1 Cent. On the right, an ear of wheat; on the le- 
ft, "1936" (year struck), ^n the center, "1 cent." 

On the reverse of the three bronze pieces, the 
Knight covers the entire field with "Lithuania" 
beneath. 
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by the last in a long chain of users — the redeem- 
er. So, if gold coins would have been issued in 
Lithuania, they would have been properly guarded 
and cautiously used. 

Everyone had the right to refuse to accept any 
coin, if it were too worn, or damaged (art. 16) 

To exchange them for new coins, the Finance Mini- 
ster issued regulations. 

The police contended with counterfeiting and 
counterfeiters. There were attempts to counterfeit 
the half-Lit (50 cents) and the 2 and 5 Lits str- 
uck in England; and those struck in Kaunas: the 
jubilee 10 Lit. However, all these types of crimes 
were quickly halted. Expert "specialists" counter- 
feiters did not exist in Lithuania. 

We much touch upon the seignorage (profit) from 
the striking. In states which have established 
metal melting furnaces, have sufficient stockpiles 
of their own metal, and can produce coins from A 
to Z domestics ly this seignorage is quite subst- 
antial. Lithuania bought the metal necessary for 
its coins in alien lands; 'the profit from melting 
and fashioning the plates was likewise absorbed 
by alien firms. So the net profit to our State 
Treasury became the difference between all the 
costs of manufacturing the coins, and their face 
value. And the "business" secrets prevented us 
from determining how much tho® other coins cost 
in i^gland; there also were commercial secrets at 
the Lithuanian coinMint; however, as far as the 
author was able to determine, the cost of strik- 
ing 1 cent in Kaunas was about 2 cents, the 2 ce- 
nt coin came out about even; the 5 cent coin pro- 
duced about a half cent profit; the silver pieces 
cost: for 1 Lit about 32 cents, 5 Lits: about 1.60 
Lits; the 10 Lit: about 3 Lits. 

The total seigniorage went into the State Trea- 
sury, into what was known as the "coin fund" (Ar- 
ticle 19)* the first Coin Statute, this fund 
was known as the State Treasury's reserve fund; 
its sums could be used only with the consent of 
the S e nate. Who disburses the "coin fund" and how 
, the statute is silent on this, but we must un- 
derstand that the fully authorized director rem- 
ained the Finance Minister, inwhom the statute 
(Art 25) vested the execution of the entire stat- 
ute. By the way, the earlier instituted fund was 
I joined to this "coin Fund." (Art. 24). 
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